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Frontispiece:- St. James’s Church, Piccadilly.
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INTRODUCTION
1684 to 1922

‘St. James’s Church, Piccadilly was consecrated on July 13th 1684 by Henry
Compton, Bishop of London. It was built on land given by Henry Jermyn, Earl
of St. Alban’s for the building of a parish church and forecourt. The architect
was Sir Christopher Wren, and the first Rector was Thomas Tenison, previously
Vicar of St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields. ‘A rectory house and vestry were built the
next year. Dr. Tenison later became Archbishop of Canterbury, as did his
successors William Wake and Thomas Secker who was Rector from 1735-1750.
Between 1684 and 1922 there were in all 18 Rectors. The church became
famous for its fashionable and eminent congregations, and literary allusions
are frequent, notably in the works of Evelyn, Defoe and Vanbrough.

During nearly three centuries considerabie alterations and additions were
made to the fabric of the church. On October 14, 1940 the church was
severely damaged by enemy action. High explosives destroyed the rectory

. and vestry and damaged the north wall and the east end. Incendiaries
completed the devastation. Fire gutted the interior and little was left of the -
roof beyond a few charred beams. The steeple crashed, destroying the
smaller of the two bells. It took twenty-seven years before all this damage
was repaired and made good. The following pages are a personal endeavour
to describe the social background and the lives of some of those people who
supported the church and parish for a period that preceeded the disaster

and for some years after-until the re-dedication in 1954.

Archdeacon Charles Edmund Lambert was appointed Rector in 1922, so it is in
that year that this story begins. He continued in office for 32 years until his
death in 1954. His family continue to love the church, and to worship within
its walls, and it is felt that the events of those momentous years should

be recorded in the lifetime of those involved, and that the names of those
sons and daughters of the church who served in H.M. Forces, or on the Home

Front, some of whom gave their lives for their country, should be recorded
for future generations. At the same time this work aims to put on record the
names and achievements of those who worked and worshipped in the church
and maintained its services and Christian witness through very dark days.
Some of them are well known public figures; others are unknown to history,
but without their courage and sacrifice, their hard work and devotion to duty,
together with the prayers of many others, there would be no St. James’s
Piccadilly today. '



PART 1
PRE - WAR
Chapter 1
1922 - 1938 BACKGROUND

Archdeacon Charles Edmund Lambert was instituted to the tiving of St.
James's Piccadilly on 5th November 1922 He came from a well known family
which had lived at Banstead in Surrey for many generations, although he him-
self was born and brought up in Derbyshire. He was educated at schools in
Buxton and at Newcastle -under -Lyme, and gained a scholarship to Christ's
College Cambridge. He studied for the Ministry at Salisbury Theological
College, was ordained in Ripon Cathedral and served a curacy at Leeds
Parish Church. Subsequently he was domestic chaplain to Archbishop Mac-
lagan of York and Vice -Principal of Lincoln Theological College. In 1914 he
was appointed Principal of the Clergy Training College, later Westcott House,
at Cambridge. But soon, owing 10 the war, the number of men coming forward
for ordination declined and Westcott was closed for the duration of the war. .
ln 1917 he was appointed by Archbishop Randall Davidson to the living

of All Hallows by the Tower. Then in 1920 the Bishop of London, Dr. Winning-
ton-Ingram, appointed him to the Archdeaconry of Hampstead, which work he
did concurrently with the living.

o it was that he came to St. James’s in 1922 and took up his abode in the
rectory. His immediate predecessors had been Canon Joseph McCormick, the
Rev. William Temple, later Archbishop of Canterbury, and Canon Herbert
Cronshaw. Canon McCormick, a keen sportsman and Cambridge Blue, was
Rector 1900-14, It is said that his sermons were characterised by fine and

direct Christian teaching. Unfortunately for most of the time that he was at St.

James's his wife was ill with heart trouble, and his two daughters, Mona and
Gertrude supervised the running of the rectory. Gertrude often helped to train
the choir boys, and kept up her interest in the church for many years. Another
daughter Lucy was attached to the C.M.S. staff at a hospital in Kashmir, India
and died there from typhoid in 1934, There were also two sons Gough, Vicar
of St. Micheal’s Chester Square and later Dean of Manchester, and Pat, who
succeeded the Rev. Dick Sheppard as Vicar of St. Martin -in -the -Fields, The
outside pulpit in the forecourt was erected by friends of Canon McCormick in
1904 in the hope that, with his strong Irish voice, he would attract the crowds
that passed along Piccadilly. But alas, it s reported that the sound of horses’
hooves on the cobbled stones of Piccadilly drowned the sound of his voice,
and not until the days of a microphone could the pulpit be used effectively.
Sometimes on Sunday afternoons in the summer, a shoft Service was held in

" the fore-court, when the Canon or one of his sons would preach from the pul-
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pit, and the _orgénist,'Sydney Toms would conduct an orchestra which was
grouped nearby. There is one who still remembers Miss Mona McCormick
beating the drums on these o¢cCasions.

Canon McCormick died in 1914 and was succeeded by William Temple who
came from Repton School where he had been headmaster from 1910, When he
came to St. James's his elderly. mother, the widow of Archbishop Fredrick
Temple, was living with him, so he took out the main staircase above the first
floor of the rectory and in its place installed a small electric passenger lift
so that his mother could ascend to her bedroom. The money for this installa-
tion was borrowed and successive Rectors repaid the loan. There was also a
small spiral iron staircase for those who did not wish to use the lift, Old Mrs.
Temple died as Good Friday dawned on April 2nd 1915, and her son proceeded
to take the Three Hours Service in the Church. Me was only able to do so, by
ensuring that no one in the congregation knew of his bereavement until after
the service. On June 24th 1916 he married Miss Frances Anson in St. James's
and Archbishop Randall Davidson officiated. In 1918 Temple left to devote all
his time to thé Life and Liberty Movement. Ten years later he returned to St,
James's for the confirmation of his election as Archbishop of York by a
special-Commission of Bishops and members of the legal profession. The
Commission processed across the forecourt from the vestry and into the
church by the north door. They went up the main aisle to the chance! steps
where the legal proceedings took piace. This ceremony, the confirmation of
the election of a Bishop, usually takes place in St. Mary-le-Bow, but that
church was .not available and Archbishop Templie asked that it should be
carried out in the church where he had formerly been Rector. In 1942 he was
appointed Archbishop of Canterbury, being the fourth Rector in our history to
hold this important post. In 1944 the nation heard with much regret of his
unexpected death at the age of 61. His Readings in St. Jchn's Gospei were
first delivered from our pulpit between the years 1914 and 1918, William -
Temple was succeeded in 1918 by Canon Herbert Cronshaw, a very dist-
inguished preacher, who had previously been Vicar of St. Mark’s North Audley |
Street, and some of his former coggregation followed him to St. James’s. He
was Rector for four years and was then appointed to a Canonry at Worcester
Cathedral in 1922,



Chapter 2
THE RECTORY, PARISH AND DAUGHTER CHURCHES

The rectory into which Archdeacon Lambert came in 1922 was the second
house to occupy the site. The original had been built in 1685 and the first
few Rectors had ‘stabling as part of their endowment’ at the west side of
what is now the forecourt. There is a print of 1820 which shows the old
rectory:with a wal! running the whole length of the Piccadilly frontage. This
building was pulled down in 1846, and a new one took its place. Another
print of about 1930 gives a good picture of the 1846 rectory. It was & large
house for a bachelor, having 8 bedrooms, 4 sitting rooms, and a large base-
ment with pantry, servants’ hall, scullery and kitchen.

At this stage it it perhaps suitable to introduce myself. | was the elder
daughter of Prebendary J.H.J. Ellison, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Corn-
hill. | first met the Rector of St. James's Piccadilly in the summer of 1928,
and we were married in my father’s church on January 11th 1927 by the same
person who officiated at the wedding of Dr. and Mrs. Temple, Archbishop
Randal! Davidson. At the time Mrs. Temple wrote and said she thought the
rectory was a bit of a matchmaker, for she too had gone there as a bride.
~John, the first child to be born to a rector of St. James’s in the rectory for a
great many years, was born in 1928, Michael followed in 1931 and Mary in
1938. It is believed,that previous Rectors may have had nurseries for their
grand-children in the rectory, but it is possible that our three children were
the only children of a Rector actually to be born in the rectory. to be bap-
tised in the font, and ta spend their early days playing about the fore-court.
The lift instailed by Dr. Temple proved very useful in taking the babies,
their nursery meals and the coal to the nurseries at the top of the house.

As the boys got older, the 1ift had other advantages as an excellent place
of concealment when Hide and Seek was played all over the house.

The land on the west side of the rectory was originally the burial ground,
which was enlarged in 1693 and 1748. Burials took place in the vaults beneath
the church as late as 1822. . When this burial ground was finally closed in
1789 an Act of Parliament enabled the Parish to acquire land on the east side
of Hampstead Road for the same purpose. This cemetery was in turn closed.in
1853, and in 1887 it was converted into a public garden; known as St. James's
Garden to this day. A westry hall on the west side of the fore-court was built
in 1814 and was replaced in 1862. This in turn was demolished and replaced
by the Midland Ban!, designed by Sir Edwyn Lutyens, in 1924. The church

room at the west end of the church was built as a choir vestry in 1899. The
main.vestry was connected to the rectory by a short flight of stairs so the
Rector couid go straight into the church by what has always been called the
Wren door. In addition to the collection of paintings of former Rectors the
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'vestry contained a beautifu! bevelled mirrar and a Royal Coat of Arms over
a large fireplace. Another door beside the fireplace, led to a passage behind

the East end of the Church, which opened out into a small room at the back
of the East end of the South aisle inside the iron railings of Church Place. It
contained old musical instruments, such as big drums, which must have been
there untouched since the days of Canon McCormick. This room was probably
built during the latter part of the. 19th century, for a print of 1812 shows a

little shed on the site in which was kept the hand fire-engine which was used

in those days.

The area of the parish is roughly square. Starting in Piccadilly Circus the
boundary goes down the middle of the Haymarket, westwards along Pall Mall

~and up St. James’s Street, including St. James’s Place and Park Place,

crosses Piccadilly, then northwards up.Bond Street, turning eastwards along
Grafton Street and Clifford Street to Regent Street, including some of the
streets immediately to the east, and so back to Piccadilly Circus. The pop-
ulation of the parish was always said to be about 5,000 which included

- people staying in hotels or ¢lubs on any given census night.

Originally the parish had been much larger, extending all the way up Regent
Street to Oxford Street, formerly Oxford Road, and eastwards as far as”
Berwick Street. An old print shows the land betwéen Regent Street and
Wardour Street as ‘Pasture land’. Later big building schemes took place and
in the nineteenth century four daughter parishes were formed. The Church
of St. Luke's; Berwick Street was consecrated.in 1839, St. John the Baptist,
Great Marlborough Street in 1885, St. Thomas's Kingley Street in 1869, and '
St. Peter's, Great Windmill Street in 1861. But alas these parishes and
churches did not last very long. In the 1930s the stipends of four vicars and
the upkeep of four churches in an area where there were few-English resid-
ents proved-uneconomic. Shops, offices and business premises -had replaced
noblemen’s houses. St. Luke’s Berwich Street was demolished in 1934 and
the parish absorbed into St. Peter's, Great Windmill Street. Next to that
church was a school, where for many years a very successful boys’ club had
been run. St. John the Baptist, Great Marlborough Street was demolished in
1937 and the parish united with St. Thomas's, Kingley Street. With the pro-
ceeds.of the sale of the site the diocese built a neg: St. John's on the out-
skirts of London in Great Cambridge .Road N.17 where there was a big new

population. In order to maintain the link with the old mother church, the
Rector of St. James’s was appointed patron. The two remalmng daughter
churches survived for another 20 to 30 years when they too were declared
redundant and pulled down. .



As none of the daughter churct.es had any organisations for women Or
children, the organisations at St. James's drew members from a large area
outside the particular parish boundaries. Some of the mothers continued to
come ta us long after their homes in Soho and elsewhere had been demolished
to make room for more modern buildings. For instance, when the Lex Garage
in Brewer Street was built in 1928 several families were displaced, including
Mrs. Robins and her daughter Mrs. Mills who, with her family of three children,
continued their support of St. James's long after they had moved 1o Camber-
well Mrs. Mills’ two sons, Walter and Victor, were both in the choir and died
early possibly as a result of their work in the Royal Navy and the Merchant
Navy during the war. Some of the families who came to us lived in tenement
buildings in Soho, such as St. James’s Dwellings. These Dwellings had been
built by the Vestry in 1886/7, the scheme having been financed out of funds
derived from the sale of the parish burial ground In Hampstead Road to St.
Pancras Borough Council. S '

| Chapter 3
THE STAFEF, ORCANISATIONS AND CONGREGATION

When Archdeacoen Lambert arri‘ved in 1922 the staff was as fonows‘:"

Preacher Assistant The Rev. H.F. Webb-Bowen
Lady Worker Miss Lilian Woolcombe
QOrganist - Mr. Sydney Toms

Clerk Mr, Edward Redman
Verger Mr. J. Edwards

Sacristan ) Mrs. Edwards

Supervisor of the Sunday School Miss Beatrice Johnson.

The Churchwardens were firstly Sir Henry {mbert -Terry, who came of a
distinguished Cevonshire family, He retired in 1935 having served as Warden
for 15 years and died soon after. He was succeeded by Col. Preeston who
died in 1937 and then by our ex-choirman Mr. Joseph Callway. Dr. Seymour
Maynard, who tived in King Street and was a great collector of English water

~ colourpaintings, was the other Churchwarden. When he retired from his medical
work he went to live in the country and died In 1954. The Treasurer of the
Church Council was Mr. Geoffery'Bosmck, a chartered accountant who gave
many hours-of his time 10 tooking after the church’s finances until his death




-

in 1961. He succeeded Dr. _Maynard as Warden in 1925. The problem of making

both ends meet has always been a difficult one for the Treasurer and
Parochial Church Council, although to the outsider St. James’s has always
been thought of as a rich church. There are no endowments, except the
Rector’s personal salary and £100 per year towards the salary of the
Assistant Priest from the Westminster City Council. !n the depression of the
1930s there was a deficit in the church funds, and in 1935 the Parochial
Church Council pleaded for £2 or £3 more per week in the church collections
or the freewill offering fund to wipe off the deficit,

Between the years 1922 and 1938, various changes took place in the staff.
The Rev. H.F. Webb -Bowen left in 1926 to become Vicar of Barkway in St.
Alban’s diocese. He was succeeded by the Rev. E Stafford -Smith from
Lincolnshire who left in 1930 to become Vicar of a parish in North London
and died in 1936. He was followed by the Rev. A Linzee-Giles who "
previously had been Vicar of Great Malvern and was with us for seven years.
He was followed by the Rev. Norman Miller who stayed for one year. In 1938
the Rev. Walton Hannah, a Deacon, was appointed, and ordained priest six
months later. His father was a Scots M.P. who tried unsuccessfully to get a
Private Members .Bitl through Parliament to enable us to build a parish hall
on that part of the forecourt that is under the trees, originally named the
‘Green Church-yard’. Mr. Hannah was opposed by the people who disapproved
of building on a disused burial ground and we could not get our parish hall.
Our Organist Sydney Toms had been appointed by Canon McCormick, and the
two of them could be seen on summer evenings playing cricket with the choir
boys in the “fore-court. .One day, one of the boys sustained a broken leg when
he was run over by a hansom cab when he ran out into Piccadilly to retrieve

a ball.

Sydney Toms had succeeded the celebrated Leopold Stokowski, afterwards
conducter of the Philadelphia Orchestra. In 1951 a reader of the Radio Times
asked if there was anyone alive who remembered Stokowski, .who had been a
boy chorister at St. Mary’s Charing Cross Road, where at the age of 17 he
trained choir boys and played the organ. A second reader replied that ‘over 40
years ago, | was a choir boy under him at St. James’s Piccadilly, and the boys
thought it a great treat to be taken by Stokowski to a café in Piccadilly for
tea and cakes after a special Saturday afternoon practice for an oratorio
which was performed in the open air under his direction by a choir and
orchestra of over 100 performers. Sydney Toms was followed by Geoffrey
Bullivant who was with us six years,and he in turn was succeeded in 1930 by
Arthur Mason, who had been city organist in Melbourne and organist of St.
James’'s Church in that ¢ity. Mason’s organ recitals drew many people to the
church and during 10 years he gave over 300.



The verger was Mr. Joe Edwards. When Bishop Barry was Rector 1895-1900
his house -maid had married the young verger Joe Edwards, who with their
son and only child had lived in a flat in Great Windmill Street for over forty
years. Never was there a Saturday on a cold winter’'s night when Mr. Edwards

did not come round to stoke up the old coke boiler. Mrs. Edwards looked after

the altar linen and the choir surplices, and often bought and arranged the
altar flowers. They retired in 1934, Mrs. Edwards died in 1948, and her
husband in 1957. In 1950 he wrote the following about his early days at St. -
James’s. 'My memory goes back over a period of some 60 years, | remember
when the Rector had the help of two full -time assistant priests, and a special
"‘Evening Preacher’’ who was responsible for the Thursday evening service
and sermon. There was also a scripture reader who visited the sick and poor
of the parish. In addition to the parish clerk there was a full -time beadle and
a Sunday bead!e, and on Sunday mornings these officials, bearing our famous
17th century staves, held up the traffic in Piccadilly for worshippers arriving
.in carriages and on foot. Another individual combined the office of bell
ringer and organ blower with cleaning the churchyard and collecting food for
the poor from the surrounding clubs and family mansions. Six women were
employed as pew openers, and two of these kept the church dusted during the
week. Six part-time cleaners were also employed. The choir boys had to work
hard; they had to attend two practices a week, one night from 5.30 to 7 pm
and the other from 5.30 to 9 pm. It is small wonder that St. James's was
noted for the excellence of its music.’ In 1930, during some minor repair work
to the east end and on the Jermyn Street side, the original foundation stone
‘was discovered and seen by Mr. Edwards who has left a document in the
church records which tells us that the foundation stone was laid on Aprit 3rd
1776 by the Earl of . St. Alban’s and the Bishop of London. Mr. and Mrs.
Edwards were succeeded by Charles and Edith Murray. -

Our Clerk Mr. Edward Redman retired through illness in 1940 and died in 1942.

The following is an extract from the parish magazine about him: ‘Edward
Redman served the church as Clerk for 50 years from the time of Prebendary .
Kempe (Rector 1853 - 1895) tifl the summer of 1940, first as assistant to his
father, then as his successor. He left Somerset House where he .had a Clerk-
ship on account of his delicate health - he only had one lung. He was
entirely devoted to the church, and it was indead his life as well as his
life-work.. No institution ever had a more faithful servant, very business like
in his habits, arriving within a minute or two of 9.20 every day. He only had
a brief married life and was looked after by his devoted daughter. He had a
repository of memories connected with St. James’s, but alas never committed
them to paper, and much local history has thus been lost. For many years he
was Secretary to Burlington School.” The memorial. service was held on July
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14th 1942 and was attended by Archbishop Temple who said ‘all that was
necessary for maintenance of the routine and mechanism so essential tothe

church welfare was due to his constant careful and unremitting attention.

Everything was safe in his hands,and out of that trust that one learnt to place
in him there grew up a strong personal affection. There is really no sadness
about his passing on. He had given a full measure of a most faithful service
for a longer period than most men can hope to be active in his calling what-
ever it may be.’ |

Our Lady Worker Miss Lilian Woolcombe retired in 1927. She was succeeded
by two other ladies who served for a few years, and in 1934 by Miss Dorothy
Niblett. Perhaps she .was the most conscientious and energetic worker that
has ever served St. James’s,and the children owe a very great deal to her
deep spirituaiity and selflessdevotion to duty. She was a fervent visitor and
kept records of people living in every house and street in the parish who were

all visited regularly. The Rector too was a keen visitor; it was the work he

liked best and felt was most rewarding. He was well known in the staff
quarters of Marlborough House and of some of the clubs, as well as with
members upstairs. Since the 1930°s the Rector has been Chaplain of the
Royal National Throat, Nose and Ear Hospital in Golden Square. He, or the

"assistant priest, visits the.patients regularly, and takes them Holy Com-

munion,

In the 1930s the organisations functioning in the parish were the Women's
Meeting on Monday afternoons which was run by the Lady Worker, and the

Mothers’ Union which was run by Mrs. Bostock and met once a month. There

were about twenty to thirty women present at both these meetings, some
ladies belonging to both, others to one or the other. They came from very
different backgrounds, some the wives of chauffeurs or policemen, some
employed in the large houses in the parish or in royal establishments, others
the wives of caretakers or housekeepers of buildings such as the Royal -
Academy, insurance offices or banks. In this category, we think of Mrs.
Christie, of Swiss origin, married to an Englishman, who for many years was
housekeeper at Christies, the auctioneers, and was there when the Rooms
were destroyed in 1940- We are glad to say that Mrs. Cristie has been a
member of our Mothers' Union for over 45 vears and still worships with us

“whenever possible.

The Bible Class, led by the assistant priest, met on Monday evenings and
was chiefly for people who were not free during the afternoon. On Wednes--

day evenings it was the turn of the Girls’ Friendly Society, and the two
survivors who still worship with us are Miss Dorothy Rowe and Miss Elsie
Norton. Miss Rowe lived as a child with her parents and brothers and sisters
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in King Street where her father was housekeeper at the old Lefevre Gallery,
now in Bruton Street. She attended Sunday School in the days of Canon Mc-
Cormick and has worshipped in the church where she was baptlsed ever since.

Elsie Norton came to t.ondon as a girl, and has been with us for over 50

~ years. We owe these two friends a deep debt of gratitude for their long and

faithful service to the church. Miss Margaret Wall ran the Girt Guides and her
friend Miss Tomlinson the Brownies, both on Thursday evenings. After his
arrival the Rector started the St. James’s Fellowship for prayer and spiritua!

" training which met in church before the great festivals, and there was the

occasional social gatherings. There was also a Freewill offering scheme
which helped to augment the finances of the church.

The choir consisted of about eight professional men and twelve boys and
practised on Friday evenings. Some of the boys had scholarships at Balham
Grammar School on condition that they could be removed to sing at special
mid-week services such as weddings etc. when required. The choir had a

high reputation and gave special performances at Christmas and.on Good
Friday evenings. The English Hymnal had been introduced by William Temple. -
Mention should here be made of the Sunday School, led by Miss Beatrice '
Johnson, the daughter of a Physician Extra-Ordinary to Queen Victoria. For
over 50 years a devoted worker in the Sunday School and true friend to the

- girls of the parish, she died in 1929. There is a memorial tablet in the church

to Miss Johnson by Eric Gill and another to her father.

Every December 31st there was a Watch-Night Service, when Miss Gertrude
McCormick returned to her old parish and accompanied the hymns. The
Rector gave a short address as the clock struck 12. The church was usually
packed, and many people came from the restaurants and places of entertain-
ment. There was also the annual Christmas sale of work. As we had no
parish hall until after the war, we hired halls in the neighbourhood, but the
cost was considerable and had to be deducted from the takings. The proceeds
were usually for missionary work and in 1934 we made £92. 13s. bd. which at
the time was considered very good.

The congregations were varied and consisted of some people who had been
baptised in the church and worshipped there all their lives, We think
especially of the Godson, the Middlemiss, the Rowe, and the Callway
families. Members of these families are commemorated on the 1914 - 1918 war .
memorial at the west end of the north aisle. This was unveiled by a boy of
three in 1920. whose father William Curry Godson, had laid down his life for
his country in 1917. The Godson family are still represented by his aunt Mrs.
Hilda Galloway, née Godson. Another name on the war memorial is that of
Edward William Bailey, the brother of one who was a devoted member of the
church all her life, Mrs. Alice Middlemiss, who died in 1970, Her son Thomas















































































































































































